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Conspicuous Consumption?

l. A Puzzling Pattern
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1 And Hashem said to Moses: ‘Yet one plague more will | bring upon Pharaoh, and upon Egypt;

afterwards he will let you go from this; when he shall let you go, he shall surely thrust you out
from this altogether.

2 Speak now in the ears of the people, and let them ask every man of his neighbor, and every
woman of her neighbor, jewels of silver, and jewels of gold.'
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13 And He said unto Abram: 'Know of a surety that your seed shall be a stranger in a land that is

not theirs, and shall serve them; and they shall afflict them four hundred years;
14 and also that nation, whom they shall serve, will | judge; and afterward shall they come out

with great substance
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21 And | will give this people favor in the sight of the Egyptians. And it shall come to pass, that,

when you go, you shall not go empty;

22 but every woman shall ask of her neighbor, and of her that sojourns in her house, jewels of

silver, and jewels of gold, and raiment; and you shall put them upon your sons, and upon your

daughters; and you shall spoil the Egyptians.'
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35 And the children of Israel did according to the word of Moses; and they asked of the

Egyptians jewels of silver, and jewels of gold, and raiment.
36 And Hashem gave the people favor in the sight of the Egyptians, so that they let them have

what they asked. And they despoiled the Egyptians.
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[l. Rabbinic Awareness
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Fulfilling a promise under objection...
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Egypt’s claim...
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G-d’s will...
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[Il Rabbinic Struggle
A. A Critical, Perplexing Backdrop
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17 And | have said: | will bring you up out of the affliction of Egypt unto the land of the
Canaanite, and the Hittite, and the Amorite, and the Perizzite, and the Hivite, and the Jebusite,
unto a land flowing with milk and honey
18 And they shall hearken to your voice. And you shall come, you and the elders of Israel, unto
the king of Egypt, and you shall say unto him: Hashem, the God of the Hebrews, has met with
us. And now let us go, we pray thee, three days' journey into the wilderness, that we may

sacrifice to Hashem, our God.
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What did Pharaoh believe by the end?

B. Disparate Approaches
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A gift, not a loan... A position also adopted by Rav Saadia Gaon, Rashbam, Chizkuni and others
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A loan, not a gift...setting up the end
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Different stages: An exchange; then a loan that becomes a gift...

IV.. But...Why? The Search for a Rationale
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The promise to Avraham...wages ...self-image
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Our own times provide answers...issue of reparations
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V. An Elemental Approach
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A poor individual can be considered as dead
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Aharon said to them, “Take off the gold rings that are on the ears of your wives, your sons, and
your daughters, and bring them to me.”
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And HaShem spoke to Moshe, saying:
Tell the Children of Israel people to bring Me gifts; you shall accept gifts for Me from every
person whose heart so moves him.
And these are the gifts that you shall accept from them: gold, silver, and copper;
blue, purple, and crimson yarns, fine linen, goats’ hair;
tanned ram skins, dolphin skins, and acacia wood;
oil for lighting, spices for the anointing oil and for the aromatic incense;
lapis lazuli and other stones for setting, for the ephod and for the breastpiece.
And they shall make for Me a Holy Place and I shall dwell within them.



